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Greenways of North Central Pennsylvania

A greenway is a corridor of open space.  Greenways 
vary greatly in scale, from narrow ribbons of green 
that run through rural, suburban, and urban areas 
to wider corridors that incorporate diverse natural, 
cultural and scenic features.  They may follow old 
railways, canals, or ridge tops, or they may follow 
stream corridors, shorelines, or wetlands, and 
include water trails. 

Some greenways are for recreation and 
transportation activities and may accommodate 
motorized and non-motorized uses on land 
and water.  Other greenways conserve natural 
infrastructure for the benefi t of community, 
economy, and environment; and may or may not be 
designed for human passage.

Greenways will not take away the rights of property 
owners, nor will they restrict development in the 
region.  Instead, the greenway network will promote 
sustainable development, reduce development costs, 
and reduce the burden of providing public services 
on local, county, and state governments.

THE NORTH CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA GREENWAYS PLAN

The North Central Pennsylvania Greenways Plan, undertaken by the North Central Regional 
Planning and Development Commission, is a multi-county planning effort for the North Central 
Commission’s six counties: Cameron, Clearfi eld, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter.

North Central Pennsylvania is rich in recreation opportunities and natural resource features.  Many 
of these resources are unique and special to the North Central Pennsylvania region and beyond. 

GOALS FOR GREENWAYS IN NORTH CENTRAL 
PENNSYLVANIA

• Greenways will be multi-purpose in nature, 
providing opportunities for both water 
and land based trails, and also promoting 
stormwater management functions; water 
quality improvement; as well as, hunting 
and fi shing opportunities through associated 
natural system greenway corridors.

• Greenways must draw people into towns 
which can provide visitors and residents 
with the goods and services they desire, thus 
making a positive impact on the regional and 
local economies.

• Greenways will be regional in nature, 
making inter-county connections, and local 
connections between towns.

• Greenways will help to promote and market 
trail opportunities.

• Greenways must enhanced bike lanes and 
corridors, paved and widen shoulders along 
state highways.

• Greenways must include equestrian trails.

Greenways should include and respond to the region’s need for a truly regional ATV trail • 
network.

Greenways should enhance and expand the region’s snowmobile trail system.• 

• Greenways should capitalize on unique features or tourist destinations such as the Triple 
Divide in Potter County.
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BENEFITS OF GREENWAYS FOR

NORTH CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA

Wherever greenways are developed, they provide 
numerous and diverse benefi ts to local municipalities 
and their residents.  This section of the plan focuses on 
those benefi ts that are especially applicable to greenways 
development in the North Central region.  

Greenway corridors can be established to conserve 
contiguous forest or open space and conserve habitat for 
wildlife, hunting, and fi shing.  They can also conserve 
habitat for threatened or endangered species.  Greenways 
along rivers, streams, lakes, and reservoirs may have 
multiple advantages, such as habitat conservation, fl ood 
control, and drinking water protection.  Corridors linking 
areas of farmland and open space help to preserve the 
rural landscape and way of life.  Many of these benefi ts 
are interrelated and work together to bolster quality of 
life in the region.  For example, providing transportation 
alternatives in the form of trails, shared use paths, or 
safe routes to school leads to better health and fi tness.  
Similarly, conserving historic and cultural resources 
supports economic prosperity by attracting visitors from 
inside and outside the region.

North Central Pennsylvania contains a diversity 
of environmental, cultural, and historic resources. 
Municipalities, counties, and regional partnership 
organizations are committed to plan for the future of 
the region by promoting and conserving the resources, 
utilizing a green infrastructure planning approach.  
Further, these entities are also committed to connecting 
our residents to our resources by expanding existing, and 
establishing new, recreation and transportation greenways 
throughout the North Central region.

The process of establishing a greenway network in North 
Central Pennsylvania will not take away the rights of 
property owners, nor will it restrict development in the 
region.  The greenway network will promote sustainable 
development; reduce development costs; and reduce the 
burden of providing public services on local, county, and 
state governments.

Benefi ts of Greenways to the North Central 
Pennsylvania Region

Promotes restoration of land and water• 
Encourages a network of non-motorized • 
land and water transportation corridors 
to connect people to our resources
Explores opportunities to expand  
motorized off highway vehicle and 
snowmobile trail opportunities
Conserves natural infrastructure  
resources
Builds capacity at the local level for  
implementation
Encourages economic development 
Promotes healthy living 
Promotes sustainable land development• 
Enhances the quality of life 
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MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE

The steering committee discussed a variety of management options and concluded a greenway coordinator 
position is desirable to facilitate the implementation of the greenway corridors.  Further, they recommended 
either the North Central Planning and Development Commission and / or Headwaters Resource Conservation 
and Development Council are appropriate agencies to house this position.  As a result of these discussions 
the steering committee indicated they prefer discussion take place with Headwaters Resource Conservation 
and Development (RC&D) Council regarding this position, with the second choice being the Headwaters 
Conservancy Charitable Trust.  The committee believes these organizations have the best ability to manage and 
supervise this position and have the project implementation skills as their organization’s primary focuses are so 
closely aligned with many of the recommendations of the plan.

The structure and make-up of this position should be the result of additional dialogue and discussion among 
the participating agencies, which should include:  Cameron, Clearfi eld, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter 
Counties; the North Central Regional Planning and Development Commission; Headwaters Resource 
Conservation and Development Council; Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources; the 
Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development; and other participating public, private, 
and non-profi t organizations in the region.  Further, Centre and Clinton counties are nearing the completion of 
their greenway plans.  These counties currently participate with the North Central counties in a number of other 
regional efforts, therefore we recommend they be invited to participate as a partner in this regional position.

If necessary, the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources may providing funding 
to conduct a Circuit Rider study.  This study would to evaluate and provide further recommendations for this 
management structure.

Members of the steering committee feel strongly the greenway planner position would be a tremendous asset to 
the Counties and their respective organizations who will continue to implement greenway projects.  That said, 
they are also concerned with the current fi nancial climate, and its impact to their counties.  

Therefore, we recommend the committee invite established regional 
greenway planners to meet with them and their county board of 
commissioners.  The purpose of this meeting would be to interview 
the greenway planner, evaluate the value of the position, learn of their 
accomplishments, their successes, and their failures.  With this information 
the committee and their respective counties can make an informed decision 
as to whether they wish to pursue such a position for the North Central 
region.

DCNR’s Circuit Rider Grant Program that can provide initial funding for 
this position.  Eligible project costs include salary and DCNR-approved 
technical assistance and training expenses as follows:

• First Year:  up to one hundred percent of gross salary
• Second Year:   up to seventy-fi ve percent of gross salary
• Third Year:   up to fi fty percent of gross salary
• Fourth Year:   up to twenty-fi ve percent of gross salary
• Training Expenses:  up to $2,000 available for Bureau- 
    approved training expenses over the four 
    years of funding

Application for a Circuit Rider position can be made to DCNR at any time.  We believe this position is 
critical to the continued implementation of greenway projects in the North Central region and we highly 
recommend the position be considered. ES-3
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THE STRUCTURE OF THE NETWORK

Building the framework of the greenway network began with identifying natural systems greenway corridors.  
These corridors follow the most highly functional existing natural features within the region, such as: forests, 
signifi cant stream corridors, and wildlife habitat.  Overlaying this natural systems backdrop, the plan adopts 
a “hubs and spokes’ structure for its recreation and transportation greenways.  Pennsylvania’s Plan entitled 
Pennsylvania’s Greenways: An Action Plan for Creating Connections describes the product of this overlay 
method as follows:

“Pennsylvania’s greenways network will ultimately take the form of “hubs and spokes.” The “hubs” of the 
network will be the state’s parks, forests, game lands, lakes, and other destinations, including our towns.  
The “spokes” of the network will be greenways – connecting our natural areas and recreational and cultural 
destinations with the places where we live.  The landscape connections that will result throughout Pennsylvania 
will create “green infrastructure” of open space vital to the health of Pennsylvania’s ecological systems and 
human communities.” 
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ESTABLISHING REGIONAL PRIORITIES

As a result of the inventory, analysis, and public participation completed for this plan, there are 155 trails, 
85 potential recreation and transportation corridors, 132 proposed natural system corridors, 82 proposed trail 
towns, major hubs, & hubs, and 209 potential implementation partners recommended for consideration.

Counties Existing 
Trails

Proposed Rec. & 
Trans. Greenway 

Corridors

Proposed Natural 
System Greenway 

Corridors

Proposed Trail 
Towns, Major 
Hubs, & Hubs

Potential 
Partners

Cameron County 36 9 21 5 14
Clearfi eld County 37 18 22 16 53
Elk  County 22 11 24 12 20
Jefferson County 10 11 13 15 26
McKean County 30 25 24 16 29
Potter County 20 11 28 18 33
Potential Regional 
Implementation Partners 34

Totals 155 85 132 82 209

Regional priorities were identifi ed by the convergence of vital 
and/or exceptional priority natural systems, recreation and 
transportation corridors, and trail towns with each other at the 
regional scale. 

As a result of this analysis eight corridors were identifi ed as 
regional priorities based on convergence of the criteria above, 
upon their ability to meet specifi c needs identifi ed in the greenway 
planning process, and to complement efforts of other regional 
initiatives such as the Pennsylvania Wilds, Lumber Heritage 
region, and the North Central Region Community and Economic 
Development Strategies (CEDS), and other efforts identifi ed by the 
study committee.

Although these priorities have been established, they are simply 
guidelines.  If opportunities arise in other corridors or associated 
with features of a lower priority, they should be pursued.  Factors 
such as corridor or feature availability or the emergence of a local 
partner currently unknown, cannot be predicted but should be 
capitalized upon if and when they arise.

The eight regional priority corridors are described as follows:
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KNOX KANE CORRIDOR 

Project: Project: Complete feasibility study.  Implement recommendations of the feasibility study for 
the proposed shared use rail trail corridor. 

Counties: Clarion, Elk, Forest, and McKean

Length: 70 miles

Description: The owner of the proposed Knox Kane Trail corridor has fi led for Notice of Interim Trail 
Use with the U.S. Surface Transportation Board under provisions of the National Trails System Act.  This 
proposed corridor also has multi-modal potential for an excursion / eco-tourism train in addition to the 
potential for motorized and non-motorized shared use.  If feasible, the proposed Knox Kane Trail may provide 
access to Allegheny National Forest motorized trails in (Russell City, Timberline and Marienville ATV Trails, 
& ANF Snowmobile Trails), and with the North Country Trail and Kinzua Bridge State Park and associated 
trails.

In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts this corridor will provide, there are also Natural 
Systems Greenways associated with it. Within Elk and McKean Counties, the Tionesta, Kinzua Creek, and 
Cook Forest natural system greenway corridors are found along the Knox Kane corridor.

Proposed trail towns along this corridor include Kane, Lantz’s Corners, and Mount Jewett in McKean County 
as well as Marienville in Forest County.  In addition, hubs are recommended at Russell City and Lamont in 
Elk County.  Also, the trail corridor passes through or near Knox, Shippenville, and Cook Forest State Park in 
Clarion County.

Potential Partners:  North Central Region Planning and Development Commission, Northwest Region 
Planning and Development Commission, McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Headwaters Charitable 
Trust, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Kinzua Bridge State Park, Kinzua 
Bridge Foundation, Inc., Allegheny National Forest Visitors Bureau, Kinzua Valley Trail Club, Seneca 
Highlands Snowmobile Club, Allegheny National Forest, Mt. Jewett Borough, Kane Borough, PA Route 6 
Tourist Association, PA Wilds Planning Team, Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania, Inc., Kovalchick, 
Inc.

Steps to Implementation:    The North Central Regional Planning and Development Corporation and the four 
counties which the corridor extends through (Clarion, Forest, Elk, & McKean), have successfully applied to 
and received a grant from the PA DCNR to conduct a feasibility study for this corridor.  This feasibility study 
will determine if the corridor, or portions of the corridor are feasible for trail development, recommend the 
type of trail uses for the corridor, and recommend a phased plan for implementing the proposed segments 
of trail which may be deemed feasible.  The feasibility process must be an inclusive process, and include 
adjacent property owners.

WEST CREEK TRAIL CORRIDOR

Project:  Implement the recommendations of the West Creek Trail Master Plan, currently being conducted, for 
improving the existing West Creek Trail corridor.

Counties:  Cameron and Elk

Length:  10.3 miles in Elk County and 11.6 miles in Cameron County.

Description:  The West Creek Trail follows the former ALY(PRR), Allegheny & Eastern Railroad 
(Pennsylvania Railroad), corridor from St. Marys, in Elk County, to Emporium, in Cameron County.  ES-6
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This corridor is owned by the West Creek Recreational Trail Association.  Currently this trail is open for use. 
The corridor has been cleared of brush, but the surface is unimproved. Snowmobiles have been using it as a 
connection between Elk State Forest and Allegheny National Forest.

The next steps for the WCRTA are to apply for a DCNR grant to improve the trail surface, install fencing for 
safety in several areas, rehabilitate bridges in need of repair, install bollards at crossings to ontrol access, and 
potentially install sound barriers in the Beechwood area to reduce noise.

The WCRTA also owns a former rail yard within Emporium that they have agreed to allow the borough to 
develop as a park provided they preserve a corridor through it for the trail.

Potential Partners:  West Creek Trail Association, PA DCNR, Cameron County, Emporium Borough, Elk 
County, City of St. Marys, Headwaters Resource Conservation and Development Council, PA Wilds Planning 
Team, Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania, Inc., Pennsylvania State Snowmobile Association.

SMETHPORT TO DUKE CENTER

Project: Complete feasibility study for proposed motorized shared use trail corridor from Smethport Borough 
to Duke Center with connection to Majestic Kamp and Lost Trails.

County: McKean

Length: 13.7 miles

Description: This proposed motorized trail demonstration project will connect Smethport, Gilford, Rew, 
and Duke Center to the Majestic Kamp and Lost Trails ATV Park.  The trail is proposed to follow the 
former Bradford, Bordell, & Kinzua rail corridor.  We recommend snowmobile use of this corridor also be 
considered.

In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts this trail will provide, it is also located along the 
proposed Marvin Creek natural systems greenway corridor west of Smethport.

Also associated with this corridor are the proposed trail town of Smethport.

Potential Partners:  McKean County Planning Department, McKean County Economic Development 
Department, the Borough of Smethport, Smethport Chamber of Commerce, Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources, Allegheny National Forest Visitors Bureau, Majestic Kamp and Lost 
Trails, Inc., Seneca Highlands Snowmobile Club, Seneca Resources, Inc.

Steps to Implementation:  During the public participation process many attendees expressed interest in 
developing regional ATV trail connections.  This desire was expressed both by members of the ATV 
community as well as those communities with main streets who see the proposed trails as an economic 
development opportunity.  Smethport Borough is actively pursuing the development and expansion of 
the Potato Creek trail network.  Further, the borough sees the opportunity to capitalize on the economic 
development opportunities associated with these trails.  The owners of Majestic Kamp and Lost Trails 
recognize their visitors desire to be able to ride to Smethport to access goods and services.  Several large 
parcels of land lie between Smethport Borough and the Majestic properties.  

If deemed feasible, this trail corridor must be designed and developed in accordance with sustainable trail 
design principles and best practices.  Successful implementation of this project will serve as a demonstration 
of how a motorized use trail can be sustainable developed to conserve the resources while meeting the 
motorized recreation needs of the region’s residents.  This potentially could open up other opportunities for 
motorized corridors within the North Central region. ES-7



T h e  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  P e n n s y l v a n i a  G r e e n w a y s  P l a n

We recommend a feasibility study be completed to determine if public access could be obtained through these 
properties to provide a motorized trail corridor from Smethport, to Majestic Kamp and Lost Trails, and then 
onto Duke Center.  Seneca Resources, one of the large land owners, was interviewed during this planning 
process.  Their land manager indicated that trail easements through their properties would be considered on 
a case by case basis.  The feasibility process must be an inclusive process, and include land owners, adjacent 
property owners, Borough of Smethport, Potato Creek Trail Association, Seneca Highlands Snowmobile 
Club, as well as, other stakeholders that have an interest in this process.

REDBANK CREEK AND BROOKVILLE TO BROCKWAY 
CORRIDORS

Projects: Prepare master plan & phasing plan and 
implement recommendations for land and water trail 
improvements in the Redbank Creek Trail.  Evaluate 
opportunities for conservation easements, agricultural 
best management practices, stream improvements, 
fi shing access, and evaluate opportunity for water 
quality and stream bank stabilization improvement 
projects along Redbank Creek and North Fork 
Redbank Creek.  

Counties: Clarion and Jefferson

Length: 58.7 miles 

Description: This proposed non-motorized shared use 
trail can connect to the existing Allegheny River Trail (Erie to Pittsburgh Trail) to the west and the existing 
Clarion / Little Toby Rail to Trail to the east.  From Brockway, a proposed extension to the Little Toby 
Trail has potential to extend the trail into Falls Creek and eventually on to DuBois where a proposed trail 
could extend the corridor through the Anderson Creek Gorge to Curwensville, connecting with the existing 
Clearfi eld-Grampian Rail Trail.  The proposed Redbank Creek Trail would also connect with the existing 
Baker Hiking Trail near Summerville.

We also recommend the proposed water trail along Redbank Creek from Brookville down to the confl uence 
with the Allegheny River, south of East Brady, within this corridor.  The proposed water trail would also 
connect to the proposed water trails along North Fork Redbank Creek, Sandy Lick Creek, and Little Toby 
Creek.

In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts this trail corridor will provide, it is also 
located along several Natural systems greenway corridors in Jefferson County including; Redbank 
Creek, North Fork Redbank Creek, Mill Creek, and Little Toby Creek.

Proposed trail towns along this corridor include Brockway, Brookville, and Summerville in Jefferson 
County as well as New Bethlehem in Clarion County.  

Potential Partners: Brookville, Brockway, Summerville, New Bethlehem (Clarion County) Redbank 
Valley Trails Association, Redbank Creek Watershed Association, North Fork Conservancy, 
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North Fork Watershed Association, PA Wilds Planning Team, North Central Region Planning and 
Development Commission, Northwest Regional Planning and Development Commission, Jefferson 
County, Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection, Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation, Headwaters Resource Conservation and Development Council, Headwaters 
Charitable Trust.

SINNEMAHONING CREEKS AND BRANCHES / ELK COUNTRY CORRIDOR

Projects: Complete feasibility studies for the proposed and non-
motorized shared use rail trail corridor, proposed hiking trail connections 
in Sinnemahoning, and proposed water trails along Sinnemahoning 
Creek and branches.

Counties: Cameron, Clearfi eld, Elk, and Potter

Length: 13.7 miles

Description: The proposed Elk Country Trail follows the former corridor 
of the Pittsburgh and Shawmut Railroad which connects DuBois in 
Clearfi eld County with Driftwood in Cameron County.  If completed 
the Elk Country Trail will provide connections to the Bucktail Path, 
Quehanna, and Donut Hole Trails. 

Explore the feasibility of an interconnected network of water trails along Sinnemahoning Creek, 
Bennetts Branch, Driftwood Branch and First Fork Sinnemahoning Creek.

Evaluate opportunities for conservation easements, agricultural best management practices, stream 
improvements, fi shing access, and evaluate opportunities for water quality improvements such 
as acid mine drainage remediation and non-point source pollution along Sinnemahoning Creek, 
Driftwood Branch, Bennetts Branch and First Fork Sinnemahoning Creeks.

We recommend a feasibility study be completed to determine how to connect the land based trails 
to Sinnemahoning Borough and to one another.  During the public input process the following route 
was suggested for further study:

The Old Sinnemahoning Trail connects the Quehanna Trail to Lower Jerry Run Rd.  This • 
intersects Wykoff Run Road and then cross the Driftwood Branch of the Sinnemahoning on a 
motorized bridge for Wykoff Run Rd.  This bridge needs to include pedestrian accommodates 
the next time it is rehabilitated or replaced by PennDOT.  Soon after crossing the river, 
Wykoff Road intersects SR120.

Turn to the left and it is a short walk up SR120 to Grove Street.  Up Grove Street is the • 
southern terminus of the Bucktail Path. (Also a stop on the Elk Scenic Drive)

Turn  to the right and it is a short walk along SR120 to Jericho.  A side street in Jericho • 
takes you to the Ellicott Trail which is the western terminus of the Donut Hole Trail).  We 
recommend alternatives be explored to route the last two proposed on-road sections off road 
by obtaining easements through private property (may require a bridge over the First Fork).
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By making these connections hikers will be able to connect with every major State Forest Hiking 
Trail in the PA Wilds and beyond.  This would make for the largest regional trail connection 
proposed to date.  These corridors also connect with the proposed Norfolk Southern, Sinnemahoning 
to Sinnemahoning State Park, and Elk Country rail trail corridors recommended herein.

Other regional assets in this corridor include Sinnemahoning State Park, the Lumber Heritage 
Region, PA Wilds Elk Viewing Center, Elk State Forest and Natural Areas as well as the Bucktail 
Trail and Elk scenic drives.
 
In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts this trail corridor will provide, it is also 
situated adjacent to several Natural Systems Greenways including; Sinnemahoning Creek, Bennetts 
Branch, Driftwood Branch and First Fork Sinnemahoning Creek.

The City of DuBois and Emporium are proposed as a trail towns within this corridor while Penfi eld, 
Benezette, Driftwood, and Sinnemahoning are proposed as major hubs and  Sinnemahoning State 
Park is proposed as a hub.

Potential Partners:  Driftwood, Benezette, Penfi eld, DuBois, DuBois Revitalization Group, Cameron County, 
Cameron County Conservation District, Elk County, Elk County Conservation District, Clearfi eld County, 
Clearfi eld County Conservation District, Elk State Forest, Sinnemahoning State Park, PA DCNR, PA Wilds 
Planning Team, Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania, Inc., Northwest Pennsylvania’s Great Outdoors 
Visitors Bureau, Headwaters Resource Conservation and Development Council, North Central Planning 
and Development Commission, PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry, Upper Sinnemahoning Creek Watershed 
Association, Bennett’s Branch Watershed Association, Bucktail Watershed Association, Trout Unlimited, 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

Indiana, Southern Clearfi eld, Cambria, and Blair Counties Corridor

Project: Conduct feasibility study to determine potential for the proposed non-motorized shared use 
rail trail corridor.

Counties: Cambria, Clearfi eld, Indiana, and Jefferson

Length: 43.4 miles

Description: This proposed corridor extends from the eastern terminus of the Mahoning Shadow 
Trail outside of Punxsutawney in Jefferson County to the western terminus of the existing Bellwood 
(Bells Gap Trail) at Lloydsville in Cambria County and then may continue Altoona via along the 
proposed Logan Valley Trolley Trail.  Additionally proposed within this corridor are the Chest Creek 
and Clearfi eld Creek water trails.  These trails also connect to the existing Susquehanna River – West 
Branch Water Trail.
In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts this trail corridor will provide, it is also 
intersects several Natural Systems Greenways including; Muddy Run, Little Clearfi eld Creek, and 
Moshannon Creek.

Proposed trail towns along this corridor include Punxsutawney in Jefferson County and Coalport in 
Clearfi eld County as well as Mahaffey as a major hub.

Potential Partners:  Punxsutawney, Mahaffey, Coalport, Cherry Tree (Indiana County), Altoona (Blair ES-10
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County) Jefferson County, Clearfi eld County, PA DCNR, PA Wilds Planning Team, Lumber Heritage Region 
of Pennsylvania, Inc., Northwest Pennsylvania’s Great Outdoors Visitors Bureau, Headwaters Resource 
Conservation and Development Council, North Central Planning and Development Commission, Clearfi eld 
County Conservation and Recreation Authority.

WEST BRANCH SUSQUEHANNA CORRIDOr

Project: Evaluate and implement trail town recommendations at 
the convergence of land based trails in communities along the West 
Branch Susquehanna River with the West Branch Susquehanna River 
Water Trail.

Counties: Clearfi eld, Clinton, and Indiana

Length: 228 miles (96 miles within Clearfi eld County)

Description: The existing Susquehanna River – West Branch water 
trail fl ows from Cherry Tree in Indiana County to the confl uence 
with the Susquehanna River at Sunbury.  This water trail provides 
connections to the existing Clearfi eld- Grampian Rail Trail and 
several proposed trails throughout Clearfi eld County.  Additionally, 
the proposed West Branch Susquehanna River Scenic Byway and 
Scenic Byway Loop (with connections to Bilgers Rocks) are found 
within this corridor.

The entire length of the West Branch Susquehanna River is proposed as a Natural System Greenway 
corridor and is an asset to Clearfi eld County’s natural environment.

Proposed trail towns along the water trail corridor include Cherry Tree, Curwensville, Clearfi eld, and 
Karthaus. Additionally, Burnside and Curwensville Lake are noted as hubs and Mahaffey as a major 
hub along the route.

Potential Partners:    Karthaus Borough, Clearfi eld, Curwensville, Clearfi eld Chamber of 
Commerce, Clearfi eld County Conservation and Recreation Authority, North Central Planning and 
Development Commission, Northwest Pennsylvania’s Great Outdoors Visitors Bureau, Clearfi eld 
County, Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development.

TRIPLE DIVIDE / GENESEE RIVER WILDS CORRIDOR

Projects:  Evaluate feasibility of the proposed Pine Creek Trail Extension from Galeton to New 
Field Junction and North Border Trail from New Field Junction to New York State Line at Genesee, 
Pennsylvania.  Develop recommendations to implement trail towns philosophy in Galeton.  
Acquire conservation easement / property at Eastern Triple Divide.  Market, promote, and develop 
interpretive resources for the Eastern Triple Divide.  The Triple Divide, near Gold, Pennsylvania, 
is the intersection of North American watersheds of the Atlantic Seaboard, the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence at the respective Pennsylvania headwaters of Pine Creek (West Branch 
Susquehanna River), the Allegheny River, and the Genesee River.
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Potential Partners:  Potter County Planning Department, Genesee River Wilds Project, PA Wilds 
Planning Team, Lumber Heritage Region of Pennsylvania, Inc, Headwaters Resource Conservation 
and Development Council, Potter County, Tioga County, United States Geological Survey, 
Susquehanna River Partnership, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of Topography and Geology, Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection Headwater Natural Resource Conservation and Development Council, 
Potter County Conservation District, Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, Northcentral Conservancy.

Counties: Potter and Tioga 

Length: 39.8 miles

Description: This corridor extends from the existing 
Pine Creek Trail in Tioga County to the New York 
State line at Genesee.  Proposed trails include the 
North Border Trail and Pine Creek Trail Extension.  
Also located in this corridor is the proposed Pine 
Creek water trail.  When completed, this corridor will 
provide connections to the Susquehannock State Forest 
Trail System, Triple Divide US Route 6 Scenic Byway, 
the Lumber Heritage Museum, and fi ve State Parks.

In addition to the recreation and transportation benefi ts 
this trail corridor will provide, it is also intersects 
several Natural Systems Greenways including; - 
Genesee, Ninemile Run, and Pine Creek.

Galeton Borough is proposed as a trail town along this corridor and Genesee, the Triple Divide, 
Lumber Heritage Museum and several state parks are proposed as hubs.
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T h e  N o r t h  C e n t r a l  P e n n s y l v a n i a  G r e e n w a y s  P l a n

REGIONAL ISSUES

Strategies are presented in the North Central Greenways Plan which 
address:

Management Structure• 
Discussion on Land Use• 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements• 
Pennsylvania Game Commission Bicycle, Equestrian,• 
and Snowmobile Designated Routes
Natural Resource Extraction• 
Wind Energy• 
Off-Highway Vehicles• 
Trail Town Strategies• 
Land Based Trail Implementation Strategies• 
Water Trail Implementation Strategies• 

HOW THE GREENWAY PLAN WILL BE USED

This plan provides the North Central Pennsylvania region, its counties, local municipalities, and 
partner organizations with a fl exible framework for decision-making on issues related to Greenways, 
including the conservation of the region’s natural, cultural, historic, and scenic resources, and trail 
development.  This plan contains specifi c implementation strategies to implement the Greenways 
vision for existing and future generations of North Central  Pennsylvania residents.

Having adopted this Plan and beginning to implement its recommendations, the Counties of the 
North Central Pennsylvania region are making a commitment towards conserving essential functions 
provided by our natural infrastructure and connecting our region’s residents to these resources 
and one another.  This plan lays the groundwork for continued success of greenways, as well as 
enhancing the quality of life for residents and businesses of the North Central Pennsylvania region.  
The plan’s success is dependent on the partners’ willingness and ability to implement it.

For Additional Information Contact

Mr. Matt Marusiak, Project Manager
North Central Pennsylvania Regional Planning 

and Development Commission
651 Montmorenci Road

Ridgway, PA  15853
(814) 773-3162
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